LPA Field Trip: Downtown LA, April 10, 2010


The LPA is proud to offer a field trip to downtown Los Angeles.  This trip includes a Metrolink ride to Pershing Square, the Art Deco Walking Tour conducted by the LA Conservancy, lunch, open photography at Olvera St., and a Metrolink ride back.  Those who wish to participate in the field trip but not the Walk may spend the morning at Olvera St. taking photos and enjoying the sights.  We will all gather there for lunch, photography, and conversation before returning to Palmdale.

http://www.laconservancy.org/


The MetroLink picks up in Palmdale at 6:49 a.m. and we should arrive at Pershing square by 9 a.m., giving us time to get coffee and breakfast.  The tour starts at 10 a.m., ends about 12:30 p.m., and covers  about 1 1/2 miles, though most of the buildings are within one block of the square and none are more than 4 blocks away.  We should return to Palmdale about 4:40 p.m.  The nominal cost for the Metrolink is $16.25 and $10 for the walking tour.  Participants will need to purchase their own Metrolink tickets, walking tour tickets, and lunch.  More details can be found on the LPA website and forum.

http://www.lpaphotography.com/Calendar/ClubEvents/fieldtrips/04GrandStation/index.html

http://www.lpaphotography.com/phBBzaz2/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=490

What is Art Deco:  "Art Deco was a popular international art design movement from 1925 until the 1940s, affecting the decorative arts such as architecture, interior design and industrial design, as well as the visual arts such as fashion, painting, the graphic arts and film. At the time, this style was seen as elegant, glamorous, functional and modern." - Wikipedia


Art Deco, as a style, has been applied to architecture, paintings, sculptures, and decorations. Hopefully we'll see many examples of each on our walk and you'll want to get photos of each application. An overview of the Art Deco walk is online and includes a google map of the locations we will visit.

http://laplaces.blogspot.com/2009/07/downtown-art-deco.html
http://www.decopix.com/New%20Site/Pages/Directory%20Pages/Classic_Deco_dir.html
http://www.therealgalveston.com/Architecture.html
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L.A. Architecture






PC Case in the Art Deco Style

What is Olvera St:  "Olvera Street is the birthplace of the City of Los Angeles, otherwise known as El Pueblo Historic Monument. The colorful village features 27 historic buildings with a traditional Mexican style plaza area. Wander around the marketplace and shop for souvenirs including handcrafted Mexican wares typical of old Mexico. There are also free docent tours by Las Angelitas.

http://www.olvera-street.com/olvera_street.html

http://www.lasangelitas.org/


Olvera St. is just across the street from L.A.'s Union Station.  Besides the historic buildings, shops, and restaurants the central plaza plays host to a number of street vendors and artisans.  There are also many architectural, cultural, and botanic sites that make great backgrounds for portraiture.
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What to Bring:  Because we'll be downtown you'll probably want a versatile lens, such as an 18-55 mm, so that you can capture the buildings as well as the fine decorations.  You'll want good walking shoes and a light jacket or sweater but check the weather forecast the day before.

What to Do to Participate:


- First, please sign up on the LPA Website so that we can tell the LA Conservancy how many are coming.  

http://www.lpaphotography.com/Calendar/ClubEvents/fieldtrips/04GrandStation/index.html


- Second, you'll need to sign up with the LA Conservancy to join their walking tour.  This should be done at least two weeks in advance.  The price is nominally $10.

http://www.laconservancy.org (follow the links to Walking Tours, Art Deco, View Available Dates)



- Third, this field trip officially starts at the Palmdale MetroLink station at 6:49 a.m. but some folks have said that they will board in Lancaster and can help with getting tickets there.  You should arrive at the station at least 15 minutes early, unless you are well versed in riding the MetroLink.

http://www.metrolinktrains.com/stations/detail.php?id=114
Field Trip Lead:  Glenn Olson, (661) 816-8278.  Maps and other details will be provided as handouts at the beginning of the field trip.

